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“And you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth.” —
Deuteronomy 8:18 NKJV

“Unless the LORD builds the house, they labour in vain who build it.” — Psalm 127:1 NKJV

“The blessing of the LORD makes one rich, and He adds no sorrow with it.” — Proverbs 10:22 NKJV
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The Bible is not silent about money. It is, in fact, one of the most extensively
addressed subjects in all of Scripture. Jesus spoke about money and
possessions more than He spoke about heaven and hell combined. The
Proverbs return to it on almost every page. Paul addresses it in nearly every
letter. The Law of Moses built an entire economic operating system into the
life of a nation. And yet the church has too often oscillated between two
unhealthy extremes: a prosperity gospel that treats wealth as the primary sign
of God’s favour, and a false pietism that treats financial ambition as
inherently worldly or unspiritual. Both distort what Scripture actually
teaches.

This piece charts the biblical middle ground — a vision of work, wealth, and
stewardship that is industrious, honest, generous, and grounded in the fear of God.
It is written for every believer who wants to handle money in a way that honours the
One who gave them the capacity to earn it, grow it, give it, and pass it on.

God Was Never Against Wealth

The patriarchs were wealthy men — and their wealth is presented in Scripture
without apology. Abraham had silver, gold, livestock, and servants (Genesis 13:2).
Isaac reaped a hundredfold in a year of famine, and the Philistines envied him for it
(Genesis 26:12-14). Jacob’s wealth was built through shrewd animal husbandry over
twenty years of hard labour (Genesis 30). Joseph rose to become the second most
powerful economic administrator in the ancient world, managing the grain reserves
of the greatest empire of his day. Solomon’s wealth was legendary — and explicitly
God-given (1 Kings 3:13): God told him He would give him riches and honour beyond

any king before or after him.
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The issue in Scripture is never wealth itself. It is always the posture of the heart
toward it. The love of money — not money — is the root of all kinds of evil (1 Timothy
6:10). The distinction matters enormously. A scalpel in the hands of a surgeon saves
lives. The same blade in the hands of a murderer destroys them. The instrument is
not the problem. The heart that wields it is.

It is also important to be honest about something that is sometimes obscured in
Christian financial teaching: the financial principles God wove into creation are
universal, like gravity. An atheist who saves consistently, works diligently, avoids
unnecessary debt, and invests wisely will do better financially than a believer who
does none of these things. God’s design works for everyone who applies it, because it
is built into the fabric of how the world operates. Unbelievers, pagans, and those who
have never opened a Bible can accumulate significant wealth by following the same

principles Scripture commends.

But for the covenant believer, there is a dimension of blessing that goes beyond
mechanics. It is the dimension of divine favour — a God who says ‘I will bless all the
work of your hand’ (Deuteronomy 28:12), who opens windows of heaven, who
rebukes the devourer, who gives His beloved sleep while others labour anxiously
(Psalm 127:2). The diligent unbeliever can be wealthy. The diligent believer, walking in
covenant faithfulness, has access to a blessing the financial mechanics alone cannot
produce or explain.

And you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you
power to get wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He swore to

your fathers, as it is this day.
— Deuteronomy 8:18 NKJV

Unless the LORD builds the house, they labour in vain who build it; unless

the LORD guards the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.
— Psalm 127:1 NKJV

These two passages belong together. Deuteronomy 8:18 guards against the

arrogance of self-sufficiency — the dangerous delusion that ‘my power and the

strength of my hands produced this wealth. Psalm 127:1 guards against the
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exhausting anxiety of striving without God. Both point to the same truth: skill,
diligence, and wisdom are necessary but not sufficient. The believer works — and
then holds the outcome with open hands before the One who gives the increase.

A Nation Built Around a Book: The Jewish Financial Tradition

One of the most striking phenomena in modern economic history is the
disproportionate representation of Jewish people in finance, law, medicine, science,
and commerce. A people who have constituted less than 0.2% of the world’s
population have produced a wildly disproportionate share of its Nobel laureates, its
financiers, and its entrepreneurs. This is not an accident of genetics or geography. It
is, in significant part, the fruit of a civilisation built around a book that took

economic life with the utmost seriousness.

God chose Israel — not because they were the largest or most impressive nation, but
despite being ‘the least of all peoples’ (Deuteronomy 7:7). He gave them laws so
righteous, so carefully designed, that the surrounding nations would look on in

wonder:

Surely I have taught you statutes and judgments, just as the LORD my God
commanded me... for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the
sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes, and say, ‘Surely this
great nation is a wise and understanding people.’

— Deuteronomy 4:5-6 NKJV

This is sometimes noted in relation to the biblical health laws — quarantine
procedures (Leviticus 13-14), refuse disposal (Deuteronomy 23:12-13), hand-washing
requirements, dietary codes — all of which have been validated by modern medicine
as centuries ahead of their time. But the financial laws were equally sophisticated
and equally ahead of their era: honest weights and measures (Leviticus 19:35-36), the

protection of workers’ wages paid on the same day (Deuteronomy 24:14-15),

sabbatical debt release every seventh year (Deuteronomy 15:1-2), and the Jubilee
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economic reset every fiftieth year that prevented the permanent concentration of
land and wealth (Leviticus 25). The Talmud contains entire tractates on business
ethics, commercial partnerships, honest pricing, and the obligations of employers to
workers. The Jewish community’s historical economic achievement is, in large
measure, the fruit of a people who took their founding text’s financial wisdom
seriously across generations. Every believer who takes the same Bible seriously has
access to the same operating system.

The Theology of Work: Diligence as Worship

One of the most liberating truths in all of Scripture is that work precedes the Fall.
God worked (Genesis 1). He rested (Genesis 2). And then He assigned Adam the
responsibility of tending and keeping the garden — before sin entered, before the
curse, before thorns and thistles complicated the task (Genesis 2:15). Work is not a
consequence of the Fall. Difficulty in work is. But work itself is part of the original
design. The believer who works with diligence, skill, and excellence is not

compromising their spirituality. They are participating in the original mandate.

Proverbs has an entire theology of industriousness. It commends the ant who stores
in summer for winter without being told (Proverbs 6:6-8). It is withering about the
sluggard whose field is overgrown with thorns, whose poverty comes ‘like a prowler’
(Proverbs 24:30-34). And it presents, in Proverbs 31, what is arguably the most
comprehensive portrait of entrepreneurial excellence in all of Scripture — a woman
who sources raw materials, manages a production operation, trades in the
marketplace, evaluates and purchases real estate, manages staff, maintains a giving
programme for the poor, and does all of this from the foundation of the fear of God
(v.30). She is not a domestic ideal in the narrow modern sense. She is a blueprint for

what a life of faith applied to economic activity actually looks like.
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Do you see a man who excels in his work? He will stand before kings; he will

not stand before unknown men.
— Proverbs 22:29 NKJV

The New Testament confirms the same principle. Paul worked with his own hands (1
Thessalonians 4:11-12). He told the Thessalonians plainly that anyone unwilling to
work should not eat (2 Thessalonians 3:10). Colossians 3:23 frames it as a matter of
worship: ‘Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord,
not for human masters.” Excellence in work is not worldliness. It is obedience. It is

the daily offering of your best capacity to the One who gave it to you.

Ecclesiastes says it with characteristic directness: ‘Whatever your hand finds to do,
do it with all your might’ (Ecclesiastes 9:10). And ‘through laziness, the rafters sag;
because of idle hands, the house leaks’ (Ecclesiastes 10:18). The roof does not care
about your theology. It responds to whether you do the work.

Entrepreneurship, Risk, and the Servant Who Traded

The parable of the talents (Matthew 25:14-30) and the parable of the minas (Luke
19:11-27) are not merely spiritual allegories about using gifts in ministry. Read at face
value, they are stories about capital deployment, investment, risk, return, and
accountability to a master. The servants who received five talents and two talents
respectively are described as having ‘traded with them’ — the Greek word is
pragmateuomai, to trade, to engage in business, to work capital for return. They took
the resources entrusted to them and put them to productive work.

The master’s response to them is one of the most affirming statements in the
Gospels about productive economic activity: ‘Well done, good and faithful servant.
You were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things’ (Matthew

25:21). He does not commend them for safety. He commends them for multiplication.
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The servant who buried his talent is the one who shocks modern readers who expect
caution to be rewarded. Instead the master calls him ‘wicked and lazy.’ He did not
steal the money. He did not gamble it away. He simply — out of fear — refused to
deploy it. And that fear-driven financial passivity was condemned. The theological
implication is serious: God expects His people to engage with the resources
entrusted to them. To bury what you have been given, out of fear of risk or failure, is
not godly prudence. It is unfaithfulness.

His lord answered and said to him, “You wicked and lazy servant... you
ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I

would have received back my own with interest.”
— Matthew 25:26-27 NKJV

Notice what the master suggests as the minimum acceptable alternative: the
bankers. Interest-bearing deposits. At the very least, the servant should have put the
money to work through the financial system of his day. This is not a peripheral
observation. It is the Lord’s own endorsement of the basic principle that capital

should be deployed, not hoarded.

The Three Tithes: God’'s Comprehensive Financial System

Modern Christians are broadly familiar with the concept of the tithe — a tenth given
to the work of God — but far fewer are aware that the biblical tithing system
comprised not one but three distinct tithes, each with a different purpose, a
different beneficiary, and a different frequency. Together they form one of the most
thoughtfully designed social and financial systems in human history. Far from being a
burden extracted from a reluctant people, these tithes were acts of faith in a God
who is the ultimate provider, who owns the cattle on a thousand hills and asks back

only a portion — so that His work is funded, His people are joyful, and the vulnerable

are cared for.
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The First Tithe — Holy unto the Lord

The first tithe is described in Leviticus 27:30-33 and Numbers 18:21-24. It belongs
entirely to the LORD and is designated for the Levites — the ministry workers who
had no territorial inheritance in the land because their inheritance was the LORD
Himself (Numbers 18:20). It is described as ‘holy to the LORD’ — irredeemable
without penalty, not to be eaten by the giver, not to be diverted to any other

purpose. It is absolutely set apart.

Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house,
and try Me now in this, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open for you the
windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there will not be

room enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes.
— Malachi 3:10-11 NKJV

This is the tithe Malachi addresses when God accuses Israel of robbing Him. It is also
the tithe Jesus affirms in Matthew 23:23 — ‘These you ought to have done’ — without
neglecting the weightier matters of judgment, mercy, and faith. Jesus does not
abolish the tithe. He contextualises it: it belongs within a life of justice and
compassion, not as a substitute for them. The promise attached to faithful giving of
the first tithe is among the most extraordinary in Scripture — God literally invites His
people to test Him in this one area, and guarantees a response that will overflow

every container.

The Second Tithe — Set Aside for You

The second tithe is described in Deuteronomy 14:22-27 and is one of the most
practically brilliant financial provisions in the entire Law. Where the first tithe
belonged to the LORD and went to the Levites, this tithe was set aside by the
believer for themselves — specifically, to fund their participation in the appointed
feasts of God throughout the year. The instruction is to eat it before the LORD at the
place He chose to put His name: ‘the tithe of your grain and your new wine and your
oil, of the firstborn of your herds and your flocks, that you may learn to fear the
LORD your God always’ (Deuteronomy 14:23).
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The genius of this provision is immediately apparent. By setting aside a full tenth
throughout the year, every Israelite household arrived at each feast fully funded.
There was no emergency scramble, no financial stress, no choosing between
obedience and survival. God had built the savings plan into the annual rhythm of life.
The feast was not a burden — it was a celebration the family had been preparing for

all year.

These Holy Days are not relics of an abolished Jewish calendar. God Himself named
them not the Feasts of the Jews but the Feasts of the Lord — appointed times to be
kept as a perpetual covenant (Leviticus 23:2, 4). When Paul wrote that they are ‘a
shadow of things to come’ (Colossians 2:17), the Greek is more precise than many
translations convey. The word rendered ‘are’ is estin — present active indicative —
and the phrase ‘things to come’ translates ton mellonton, a present active participle
meaning ‘the coming things,’ things still in the process of arriving. The shadow is not
behind us; it is still being cast, because not everything it points to has yet arrived.
Zechariah makes this unmistakable: in the Millennial reign of Christ on earth, all
nations will be required to keep the Feast of Tabernacles, with specific consequences
for those who do not (Zechariah 14:16-19). Spiritual Israel — believers who
understand the prophetic depth of these appointed times — continues to observe
them today, rich in meaning and pointing forward to God’s full plan of salvation for
all mankind.

The second tithe principle is as practically relevant now as it was in ancient Israel: by
saving a dedicated tenth throughout the year, the believer arrives at each appointed
time with provision already in hand, able to celebrate with family and brethren at the
place where God has put His name — not under financial strain, not scrambling at
the last moment, but with the abundance God intended. And for any believer who
wishes to apply the underlying wisdom: disciplined, purposeful saving toward what
matters most is God’s own design, woven into the very structure of His financial

system.
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The Third Tithe — For the Widow, the Stranger, the Fatherless

The third tithe, described in Deuteronomy 14:28-29 and 26:12-15, was collected
every third and sixth year of the seven-year sabbatical cycle. Unlike the first tithe
which went to the central ministry, this tithe was stored locally — within the gates of
each town — for the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow. The Jewish
historian Josephus confirmed the practice in Antiquities of the Jews: ‘Besides those
two tithes, which I have already said you are to pay every year, the one for the
Levites, the other for the festivals, you are to bring every third year a third tithe to be
distributed to those that want; to women also that are widows, and to children that
are orphans.’

At the end of every third year you shall bring out the tithe of your produce of
that year and store it up within your gates. And the Levite... and the
stranger and the fatherless and the widow who are within your gates, may
come and eat and be satisfied, that the LORD your God may bless you in all
the work of your hand which you do.

— Deuteronomy 14:28-29 NKJV

Notice God’s promise attached directly to this provision for the vulnerable: ‘that the
LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hand which you do.” The
three-tithe system, taken together, is a complete financial and social architecture:
the first ensures the work of God is funded; the second ensures God’s people can
celebrate His appointed times with joy and provision; the third ensures that the most
vulnerable members of the community are never forgotten. It is a system so

comprehensive and so humane that no modern welfare state has fully replicated it.

ON FIRSTFRUITS

Honour the LORD with your possessions, and with the firstfruits of all your increase; so
your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will overflow with new wine (Proverbs
3:9-10). The principle of firstfruits runs throughout Scripture: giving God the first and
best, not the remainder, is both an act of faith and a declaration that He is the source of
everything that follows.
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The Danger of Get-Rich-Quick: When Patience Is a Financial
Principle

One of the most persistent temptations in every generation is the desire to compress
the journey — to find a shortcut from where you are to where you want to be,
bypassing the slow, unglamorous accumulation that Scripture consistently
commends. In the age of social media, this temptation is more acute than ever. Every
platform is populated with images of sudden wealth, overnight success stories,
investment schemes promising extraordinary returns in implausible timeframes, and
the theology of instant breakthrough that has colonised large parts of the
contemporary church.

Scripture’s position on this is unambiguous and remarkably consistent:

Wealth gained hastily will dwindle, but whoever gathers little by little will

increase it.
— Proverbs 13:11 ESV

The plans of the diligent lead surely to abundance, but everyone who is hasty
comes only to poverty.

— Proverbs 21:5 ESV

The Hebrew of Proverbs 13:11 is even more pointed than most translations convey.
The word translated ‘hastily’ or ‘by vanity’ (hebel) is the same word Ecclesiastes uses
repeatedly for emptiness and futility. Wealth gathered through hebel — through
illusion, speculation, schemes, or shortcuts — has the quality of vapour. It appears,
and then it is gone.

This includes the category of investments that promise returns no legitimate
financial instrument can sustain. When someone offers 50%, 100%, or 200% returns
in weeks or months, they are either operating a fraud or taking risks so extreme that
the capital is essentially gone the moment it is handed over. The believer who chases
these opportunities is not exercising faith. They are abandoning the very financial
principles Scripture commends — and often they are doing so because someone has
clothed the scheme in the language of anointing, breakthrough, and divine
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multiplication.

The servants in the parable of the talents did not gamble their master’s money. They
traded — steadily, responsibly, over time. The ant does not find a shortcut to winter
provision. She stores ‘in summer’ — in season, incrementally, faithfully. Ecclesiastes
11:2 commends diversification: ‘Give a portion to seven, or even to eight, for you
know not what disaster may come upon the land.” This is not the language of a
speculator. It is the language of a prudent steward who understands that risk must
be spread, not concentrated in a single bet on an overnight miracle.

FAITH VS. IMPATIENCE

An honest assessment: much of what is called ‘faith’ in financial decisions is actually
impatience dressed in spiritual language. Genuine faith trusts God’s provision through
the slow, ordinary, faithful process He has designed — diligence, saving, giving, waiting,
growing. The believer who demands instant results is not trusting God more than the one
who saves steadily. They are trusting the shortcut more than the Sovereign.

The Disproportionate Blessing on the Covenant Believer

Having established that financial principles work universally, and having grounded
the believer in the disciplines of diligence, tithing, saving, and patience, it is now
important to name what makes the covenant believer’s financial life categorically
different from that of the disciplined unbeliever who applies the same principles. It is

not merely better technique. It is divine partnership.

And the LORD will grant you plenty of goods... to bless all the work of your

hand. You shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow... The LORD
will open to you His good treasure, the heavens, to give the rain to your land

in its season, and to bless all the work of your hand.
— Deuteronomy 28:11-12 NKJV
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This is not a promise of effortless wealth. It is a promise of disproportionate
fruitfulness on faithful effort. The same field, the same seed, the same labour — but
with the blessing of God on it, the yield is different. Isaac reaped a hundredfold in a
year of famine not because he was a superior farmer but because ‘the LORD blessed
him’ (Genesis 26:12). The blessing of the Lord is the variable that cannot be replicated
by skill alone.

The blessing of the LORD makes one rich, and He adds no sorrow with it.
— Proverbs 10:22 NKJV

This verse makes a distinction that the prosperity gospel collapses and the false
pietist ignores. Wealth obtained through God’s blessing comes without the sorrow —
the anxiety, the corruption of character, the destruction of relationships — that
often accompanies wealth built on self-sufficiency, exploitation, or compromise. The
blessing of the Lord is not merely financial abundance. It is financial abundance with
wholeness intact. That is the kind of prosperity worth pursuing.

Psalm 1:3 describes the person whose delight is in the Word of God as ‘like a tree
planted by rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season; whose leaf also
shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper. The prosperity is rooted,
seasonal, and sustainable — not a flash flood but a river. This is the picture of
financial life under God’s blessing: deeply rooted, consistently productive, resilient in
drought.

Five Lives That lllustrate These Principles

The principles outlined in this piece are not abstract ideals. They have been tested
and proven in real lives across centuries and continents. Here are five men and

women — spanning different eras, nations, and industries — whose economic lives

bear the marks of biblical financial wisdom in action.
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o R.G. LeTourneau (USA)

Robert Gilmour LeTourneau was a self-taught engineer and inventor who built
the largest earth-moving equipment manufacturing company in America,
producing roughly 70% of the engineering equipment and earthmoving
machines used by the Allied forces in World War II. He is best known for
inverting the conventional giving model: he eventually gave 90% of his income to
God’s work and kept 10% for himself — the reverse of standard tithing. He
famously said: ‘I shovel money out to God, and God shovels it back to me — but
God has a bigger shovel.” When a pastor told him early in his career that ‘God
needs businessmen too,’ it transformed his entire understanding of work as
calling. His life was a living demonstration that the blessing of the LORD makes
one rich, and that radical generosity, far from depleting a business, can become
the very engine of its expansion under God’s hand.

e James Cash Penney (USA)

J.C. Penney founded his retail chain on a foundational conviction he called the
‘Golden Rule’ — treating customers, employees, and suppliers with the same
fairness and respect he would want for himself. He named his very first store
‘The Golden Rule Store’ in 1902. He built it into one of America’s most recognised
retail brands on principles of honesty, fair pricing, and respect for every person.
When the Great Depression struck, Penney faced devastating personal financial
losses, including his own fortune. Rather than abandoning his values under
pressure, he remained committed to generosity — donating to Christian
missions, hospitals, educational institutions, and agricultural development
throughout his life. He established the J.C. Penney Foundation to ensure his
wealth continued serving others beyond his own lifetime. His story illustrates
Proverbs 22:1 with unusual clarity: ‘A good name is to be chosen rather than
great riches.” The name he built on the Golden Rule outlasted the fortune the
Depression took.
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e S. Truett Cathy (USA)

S. Truett Cathy founded Chick-fil-A on a set of convictions most business
advisors would have called commercially suicidal: close every location on
Sundays, treat every employee as a person of dignity, build a culture of genuine
service rooted in Christian values. He opened his first restaurant in 1946 with
$10,600 in savings and built it into a chain with annual revenues exceeding S18
billion at the time of his death in 2014. Chick-fil-A consistently ranks among the
highest in customer satisfaction of any fast-food chain in America — while being
closed one full day every week. The business case for Cathy’s model is simply
this: when the blessing of the LORD is on a venture, six days can outperform
what competitors achieve in seven. His life proved that honouring God in
business is not a financial handicap. It is a competitive advantage that no
competitor can replicate.

° Mensa Otabil (Ghana)

Mensa Otabil is the founder of the International Central Gospel Church in Accra,
Ghana, and was the founding chairman of Capital Bank Ghana. More than almost
any African Christian leader of his generation, Otabil built a ministry around the
consistent, deliberate teaching of biblical financial principles, work ethic, and
economic dignity to ordinary African believers. His teaching on the ‘Four Laws of
Productivity’ and his broader theology of work and wealth has shaped an entire
generation of Ghanaian Christians toward economic seriousness,
entrepreneurship, and the rejection of dependency thinking. He argued, from
Scripture, that Africa’s economic transformation would begin in the minds and
habits of its people — not in foreign aid. His influence demonstrates that biblical
financial teaching, applied systematically to a congregation and a community,
produces measurable generational change.
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e Dave Ramsey (USA)

Dave Ramsey built a successful real estate portfolio in his twenties using heavily
leveraged debt — and then watched it collapse entirely when the banks called his
loans. He declared bankruptcy in 1988 with nearly $4 million in debt and rebuilt
his financial life from scratch, this time on what he called ‘God’s and Grandma’s’
financial principles: no debt, live within your means, save consistently, give
generously. He built Ramsey Solutions into a financial education organisation
serving tens of millions of people annually, and has helped more American
families escape debt than almost any other individual in the country’s history.
His story is a living proof of two biblical principles simultaneously: Proverbs 13:11
(wealth gained hastily dwindles) and Proverbs 22:7 (the borrower is servant to
the lender). He learned both the hard way — and then spent the rest of his
career helping others learn them the easier way.

Ten Money Principles for the Believer Today

These are not ten steps to instant wealth. They are ten disciplines of financial
faithfulness, drawn directly from Scripture and tested in real lives — covering how to
make money, how to manage it, how to give it, and how to hold it with the right

posture of heart.

0 Work as worship — diligence is obedience

Whatever you do, do it with all your heart, as working for the Lord (Colossians
3:23). Excellence in your work is not worldliness — it is the daily offering of your
best to the One who assigned you the task. The believer who is lazy, late, or
mediocre in their work is not being humble. They are being unfaithful. Your
reputation in the workplace is part of your testimony. Proverbs 22:29: the person
who excels in their work will stand before kings.
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° Deploy what you have been given — burying talents is condemned

The servant who buried his talent was not praised for caution. He was called
wicked and lazy. God expects you to engage the resources, skills, and
opportunities He has placed in your hands. Fear-driven financial passivity —
refusing to invest, start, build, or risk because of what might go wrong — is not
godly prudence. Identify what you have been given and put it to productive
work. Start where you are, with what you have.

e Tithe the first tenth faithfully — and test God in it

Malachi 3:10 contains the only place in Scripture where God invites His people to
test Him. Bring the whole tithe — the first tenth, not the remainder after
expenses — to the work of God. This is not a formula for automatic wealth. It is
an act of faith in a God who promises to open windows of heaven, pour out
overflow, and rebuke the devourer. Honour God with the firstfruits of all your
increase (Proverbs 3:9). Give the first, not the last.

° Save the second — plan purposefully for what matters most

The wisdom of the second tithe is a savings discipline: set aside a portion
throughout the year for the things you know are coming. Whether those are the
appointed feasts of God, family celebrations, educational costs, or major life
events — God’s design is that you arrive at them resourced, not scrambling.
Proverbs 21:20: the wise store up choice food and olive oil. Build a savings habit
that is regular, automatic, and purposeful.

e Give generously to the poor and the vulnerable

The third tithe was stored locally for the widow, the stranger, and the fatherless.
The principle does not expire. Proverbs 11:24-25: one person gives freely yet
grows all the richer; another withholds what he should give and only suffers
want. Luke 6:38: give and it will be given to you — pressed down, shaken
together, running over. Generosity is not merely a virtue. In God’s economy it is
a financial strategy with divine backing. The open hand and the full barn are
connected in Scripture, not opposed.
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e The borrower is servant — manage debt as a spiritual discipline

Proverbs 22:7 is a financial axiom with no expiry date: the borrower is servant to
the lender. Every debt you carry constrains your freedom — your ability to give,
to change direction, to respond to God’s call, to weather a storm. Avoid
consumer debt. Pay off what you owe as a matter of priority. Do not guarantee
another’s debt carelessly (Proverbs 11:15). The financially free believer is a more
useful instrument in God’s hands than the one who is perpetually burdened by
obligations.

° Refuse get-rich-quick — gather little by little

Proverbs 13:11 is a standing warning: wealth gathered hastily dwindles. When
something promises extraordinary returns in implausible time, the biblical
response is not excitement but scepticism. Proverbs 21:5: haste leads to poverty.
Build steadily, honestly, and incrementally. Diversify rather than concentrating
everything in a single bet (Ecclesiastes 11:2). The slow path is not the faithless
path. It is frequently the only path that actually leads where you want to go.

° Know the state of your finances in detail

Proverbs 27:23-24 says: ‘Know well the condition of your flocks, and give
attention to your herds, for riches do not last forever.’ The ancient equivalent of
this today is knowing exactly what you earn, what you spend, what you owe, and
what you own. Many believers operate their financial lives on vague impressions
rather than clear knowledge. This is not faith. It is avoidance. You cannot
steward what you will not measure. Budget. Track. Review regularly. The faithful
steward of Matthew 25 knew exactly what had been entrusted to him.




Thou Shalt Prosper Biblical Principles of Wealth, Work, and Stewardship

o Remember who gave you the power to get wealth

Deuteronomy 8:17-18 warns explicitly against the delusion of self-sufficiency:
‘You may say in your heart, my power and the strength of my hands produced
this wealth — but remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you
power to get wealth.” Success is a more dangerous test of character than failure.
The believer who prospers and forgets God has lost more than they have gained.
Hold success with open hands. Attribute it accurately. Give God the glory that
belongs to Him — not as a formula, but as the honest truth about where your
capacity came from.

Q Build a legacy, not just a balance

Proverbs 13:22 says: ‘A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children.’
Biblical financial wisdom is not short-term. It thinks in generations. The wealth
you build should outlast you and serve God’s purposes beyond your own lifetime.
This means investing in your children’s education and character, building assets
that grow over time, giving to work that will continue after you are gone, and
ensuring that the financial wisdom you have learned is transferred to the next
generation as deliberately as any other inheritance.

A Personal Financial Audit

Before the final word, a moment of honest self-examination. The following questions
are not designed to produce guilt but to produce clarity — the kind of clear-eyed
awareness that Proverbs 27:23 commends when it says ‘know well the condition of
your flocks.” Read each question slowly. Answer it honestly, before God rather than
before people. The gap between where you are and where these principles call you

to be is not a verdict. It is an invitation.
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Do I work with genuine diligence and excellence — as unto the Lord — or do I give
the minimum required and call it faithfulness?

Am I actively deploying the skills, gifts, and opportunities God has placed in my
hands, or am I burying them out of fear, comfort, or the belief that the timing is not
yet right?

Do I give God the first tenth of my income as an act of faith — or do I give what
remains after my own needs and wants are met first?

Do I have a deliberate, consistent savings discipline — money set aside with a
specific purpose — or do I reach important occasions and obligations financially
unprepared?

How much of my current financial stress is the direct result of debt I took on
voluntarily? What would my life look like if I were debt-free, and what specific
steps am I taking toward that freedom?

Have I ever lost money chasing a get-rich-quick opportunity, an investment
promising unrealistic returns, or a shortcut dressed in the language of faith and
breakthrough? What did I learn, and have I truly changed my approach?

Do I know — in precise numbers — what I earn, what I spend, what I owe, and what
I own? Or am I stewarding God’s resources on vague impressions and hopeful
estimates?
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When I experience financial increase, is my first instinct gratitude and generosity,
or is it to immediately expand my lifestyle? What does my spending pattern reveal
about where my heart actually is?

Am I building anything that will outlast me — in the lives of my children, my
community, or the work of God — or am I consuming everything I produce within
my own generation?

@

If God assessed my financial life today — my diligence, my giving, my debt, my
savings, my generosity, my attitude toward wealth — would He say ‘well done, good
and faithful steward,” or would He find a talent buried in the ground?

A Final Word

The same God who told Abraham to leave everything also made him the wealthiest man

in his region.
The same God who told Joseph he would rule also put him in a pit and a prison first.

The same God who promised Solomon unmatched wealth asked him first what he

wanted — and honoured him for asking for wisdom rather than riches.

The pattern is always the same: character before capital, faithfulness before
fruitfulness, the fear of God before the blessing of God.

Get the foundation right.
Work diligently. Give faithfully. Save purposefully.

Refuse shortcuts. Hold wealth loosely.
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And trust the One who owns the cattle on a thousand hills to be a better provider than

any scheme, shortcut, or strategy you could devise without Him.

The blessing of the LORD makes one rich — and He adds no sorrow with it.

That is the kind of prosperity worth building a
life around.

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly... He shall be
like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its

season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.
— Psalm 1:1, 3 NKJV




